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“Patten For Progress” 
Je Desiqued For You! 


You cannot afford to miss the O.A.S.L. Conference in Columbus, 
October 25-26! 


Our vice-president, Elnora Portteus, has spent much effort to plan a 
well-rounded program for us to enjoy and from which we will benefit. 
We quote her directly as she has written, “I have tried to have a 
variety in speakers, to meet the need of both elementary and second- 
ary librarians, and give each of us a pattern for progress.” 








The program is as follows: 
Friday, October 25 


9:30 a.m. Opening remarks .......... Miss Frieda Heller, President 
“What Is Happening to Reading?” ........ Mr. Dan Lacy 

Managing Dir., Am. Bk. Publisher’s Council Inc. 

10:30 a.m. “The Globe as a Scientific Tool .......... Dr. Carl Mapes 


Chief Map Editor, Rand McNally Co. 


Luncheon Speaker. 
Anne Emery, Macrae Smith Company 
“Values in Adolescent Fiction” 


2:30 p.m. Business Meeting Miss Frieda Heller, President 
Following the business meeting there will be time to view 
exhibits or to view a 23 minute filmstrip on “Planning a 
School Library’, shown by Remington Rand Co. 


Dinner Speaker: 
Miss Margaret Saul, editor of Junior Libraries. 
“Reporting Progress — A Two Way Job” 
Guests at the dinner will be Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Holt, 
State Supt. of Public Instruction. 
Saturday, October 26 


10:00 a.m. Dr. Helen Holt, Professor of Curriculum, Univ. of Toledo 
“The Librarian and Reading Improvement” 


11:00 a.m. Mrs. Augusta Baker, Storytelling Specialist, N. Y. Pub. Lib. 
“Storytelling” 
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Bookweek Is Our Week! 


November 17-25 has been as- 
signed us .... and what will we 
do with it? Why not start plan- 
ning right now? 

This year’s theme is “Explore 
With Books”, and how timely it is 
when this year the world is being 
encouraged to observe the wonders 
of exploration and scientific deve- 
lopment. Boys and girls need an 
extra challenge from school librar- 
ians to investigate these treasures 
of information at their finger tips. 

Students may be encouraged to 
search by means of various con- 
tests. Posters may be prepared 
which are large replicas of book 
jackets (titles removed of course), 
numbered, and entry blanks pro- 
vided so that students may list 
book titles and authors they think 
match the poster. 

Numbered questions regarding 
authors and titles may be posted, 
or questions involving actual 
stories so that students must read 
in order to answer the questions. 

Scrambled letters of titles or 
authors may lead to a search of 
the shelves. 

Book characters dressed for dis- 
play and identification may be 
used in a contest. 

Throw out a challenge that the 
library is sponsoring a diorama 
contest, either for individuals or 
just for each English class. The 
display must be based on a book 
found in the school library. Place 





these dioramas on display in the 
library and schedule the English 
classes for visits so all students 
must come to the library at least 
once during bookweek. The diora- 
mas may be used as contest ma- 
terial for students to guess what 
book each represents. 

Many librarians have used book 
characters, drawings, soap or wood 
carvings, models etc. for displays 
during bookweek and have award- 
ed prizes for the best one submit- 
ted. 

A hobby show is usually an out- 
standing success at which time stu- 
dents and teachers may display 
their collections of stones, salt and 
pepper shakers, costume dolls, 
paintings, pictures from a photo- 
graphy hobby, stamp collections, 
first day covers, even live animals 
(in cages of course), model cars or 
airplanes, and you would be sur- 
prised what does turn up when stu- 
dents really begin to see this dis- 
play grow. Chances are all tables 
and chairs will be utilized and visit- 
ors will arrive from outside the 
school to see what is being shown. 

School wide participation is pos- 
sible by challenging the students 
to write commercials, such as are 
used in radio and television, and 
based on libraries, books and read- 
ing. These may be performed be- 
fore the entire student body in an 
assembly and duplicate copies of 
the words may be supplied so that 
the entire group may “sing-a- 
long.” Enthusiasm will run high if 
the students are allowed to select 
the best commercial by the loudest 
clapping as the author steps for- 
ward at the close of performance. 
Great fun may be added if each 
contestant is awarded the article 
or replica of same from which they 
borrowed their rhyme or music. 

A “What’s My Line” or “I’ve Got 
a Secret” panel may be used to 
guess book characters or authors. 
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“This Is Your Life” has been some- 
what overworked, but may still be 
enjoyed to stimulate the acquain- 
tance with book characters. 

Students may vote the current 
popular books in the school library 
and those selected at the top may 
be reinacted in part in a school as- 
sembly by dramatic groups in “Hit 
Parade” fashion. 

Students like to participate in 
“take-offs” of TV quizzes, such as 
“Treasure Chest”, “The Big Pay- 
off”, “Name That Tune (Book)”, 
“$64,000 Question”, “Tic Tac 
Dough”, etc. All may be adapted 
with questions about books and 
authors and small but interesting 
prizes awarded the winners. 

Some ask the question, “What 
about normal library use and cir- 
culation during bookweek?” This 
has been solved by having students 
check books out only at certain 
times during the day when classes 
are not scheduled, or they may 
make written requests to obtain 
the book after the week is over if 
that particular book is needed for 
the contest or display. If the lib- 
rary is closed to normal reading 
and reference use, but all students 
must come to the library by sched- 
ule during bookweek and partici- 
pate to some extent in searching 
the shelves, may we not feel jus- 
tified in our procedure? 

The Children’s Book Council, 50 
West 53rd St., New York 19, N.Y. 
will supply you with a list of Book- 
week aids. 


Oo 
’Round About Ohio 

Salem—Oak Harbor High School 
Library has for the first time a 
full-time librarian in the person of 
Miss Emilie Timpe, who has been 
in charge of the library for the 
past ten years. She has been re- 
lieved of her teaching duties so as 
to spend all her time in the library. 





The New Philadelphia High 
School Library, of which Betty 
Passmore is librarian, is very at- 
tractive with its new wall murals 
which were done by three seventh 
grade girls on their own time and 
initiative, with some advice from 
the Art supervisor. Rage A - 

els depicting t istory © 
walteg and books through the 
ages. The first is hieroglyphic 
writing, the second is Greek scrolls, 
the third is monastic writing, 
fourth is the early printing press 
and fifth is a modern library pat- 
terned somewhat after their own 
high school library. The industrial 
arts department constructed and 
mounted the frame for the murals. 
What a fine gesture of genuine in- 
terest in their school library! 


The student assistant staff of 
the South Point Library, Lawrence 
County has been organized again 
this term. Their first project is the 
development of a Travel Depart- 
ment tor the use of students in 
history and civic classes. The mat- 
erial is being catalogued from mat- 
erials contributed by students, 
parents, and teachers, who have 
traveled extensively this summer. 
The librarian is particularly happy 
over the purchase of new World 
Book Encyclopedia for the use of 
Junior High School Students. 


From Fairfield County we have 
received news that a Principal’s 
group involving several counties, 
held a panel discussion on school 
libraries and their importance as 
a part of the school. Miss Ruth 
Foor, elementary school librarian 
of Lancaster, Miss Viola McNam- 
ara, Fairfield County Bookmobile 
librarian and Mrs. Raymond Craig, 
Liberty Union High School libra- 
rian served on the panel. “It seem- 
ed significant.” reports Mrs. Craig, 
“that school adminstrators are be- 
coming more and more interested 
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in our school libraries. In addition 
to those mentioned several other 
school and public personnel from 
Pickway County were present to 
lend to the discussion.” 


Ravenna High School Library 
Club, with Helen Hurlbert as li- 
brarian, had an interesting project 
for 1957... They donated books to 
the local school for the mentally 
retarded children and spent a 
morning visiting them. It was a 
most rewarding experience for all. 
The club plans a similar project 
for. each year. 


_ The Newark Public Library has 
been busy getting ready for the 
students from the branch of. Ohio 
State University. The library has 
arranged special shelves for the 
reference materials and secured 
titles requested by the various 


departments. 


Oo 
A Teaching Aid 

The Kansas Association of 
School Librarians Newsletter 
shares with us the following idea 
for helping students learn location 
and replacement of books on the 
shelves. 

Replica book spines may be 
made from six-inch boards which 
are cut into eight and one-half inch 
lengths (or to height of the aver- 
age distance between shelves) and 
painted white, grey or some other 
color not ordinarily used as book 
covers. These boards may be cover- 
ed with mystic tape if so desired. 
The first two letters of author’s 
names, such as Ca, Ce, Co, Cr, etc. 
may be painted on the spines, de- 
pending upon the number of books 
in the section. Horizontal lines may 
be drawn at the top to represent 
the title and lines on either side 
of the lettering to make the mark- 
ings more readily recognized. 
Younger children especially might 
appreciate this help. 





Parents Learn 
Of Book Week 


Moreland Elementary of Shaker 
Heights gave an excellent “plug” 
to Book Week, books and reading 
through its P.T.A. magazine last 
year with this message. 

“Once a year Book Week is cele- 
brated in libraries and book stores 
all across our country. Moreland 
School will join the others in giving 
extra honor to the best books dur- 
ing the last week of November. 

This celebration would be twice 
as good if the parents would join 
with us in thinking and talking 
about good books in their homes. 
It could be that you have not real- 
ized how much it could mean to 
your children if you made reading 
a family activity. If you would 
read a chapter in the book your 
daughter or son is reading so that 
you could talk with him about it, 
or if you would get him to tell you 
what happened next, he would be- 
gin to enjoy reading as he never 
did before. If you didn’t read more 
than 15 or 20 minutes in a book 
that the family shared together 
each evening, you could talk about 
the book and it could make read- 
ing seem happy and pleasant. 

Parents generally want some- 
thing better for their children. 
Reading is certainly a door to open 
towards this goal. Learn more 
about children’s books in your li- 
brary and buy more of them for 
your home. Don’t be satisfied with 
cheap, mediocre books that have 
shoddy paper, poor illustrations, 
and sloppy writing, or comic books 
that tell most of the story by a 
glance at be ype and hardly a 
word to read. Don’t allow your 
good taste to be dulled, but ever 
look upward with your sight on 
the beautiful and well plotted book, 
and your children’s reading will 
ever reach upward too.” 

Helen Waters, Librarian, 
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Expanding Horizons 


Canton South’s new library is 
about completed according to Mrs. 
Beatrice Meyer, librarian. The li- 
brary has been enlarged, a new of- 
fice and workroom added, and fa- 
cilities for hearing records. It 
has been decorated in cheerful 
colors. 

The Middlebranch High School 
library has been converted into a 
junior high library. Many of the 
books which were a part of its col- 
léction were transferred to Glen- 
wood, which is now the senior high 
of Plain Township. 

The new Glenwood High School 
(first called Plain Central) library 
is being completed with basic book 
collections and essential materials 
under the supervision of Mildred 
Grossman. 

In September the Wooster Jun- 
ior High School Library began its 
second year. The combination 
study hall and library occupies the 
middle floor of the new wing in 
the converted grade school build- 
ing. This large, light room, color- 
schemed in white, light sand and 
soft green and equipped with mod- 
ern furniture in blonde wood 
chrome and formica, is up in the 
air where big old maple trees cast 
changing shadows across the wide 
windows. The library serves about 
four hundred seventh and eighth 
graders. Several hundred new 
books have been added to the small 
collection that was selected from 
the high school library for a start. 
Mrs. Geneivra M. Gurr, 1956 grad- 
uate of Western Reserve Library 
School, is librarian. 

Work is progressing rapidly on 
the $750,000 addition to Jackson 
High School. A modern, attrac- 
tive library located on the second 
floor will serve 1150 students. The 
25’ x 82’ reading room is located 
opposite a large study hall. A 
workroom and librarian’s office 


adjoin the reading room. At the 
opposite end of the reading room is 
a 10’ x 12’ conference room. All 
equipment will be new, in light 
finish to match the white ash pan- 
eling. Miss Faye McCoy, the li- 
brarian hopes to move into this 
modern library before the end of 
the first semester. 


Sandusky High School librarian, 
Jane Beis, tells us that “a dream 
of several years has been realized. 
We are really in our new library. 
Since the old building is two miles 
away from the new one, moving 
has been quite a project, not yet 
completed. I might say I have 
scarcely caught my breath for only 
last Friday, September 6th, was 
the room available. 

We librarians know that the li- 
brary is the heart of the school. 
Ours truly is. It is the very large 
room located above the entrance 
way and hall with a huge window 
covering almost the entire west 
wall. The color scheme is very plea- 
sing. Shelving, tables, chairs and 
cabinets match perfectly being a 
very light tan as the wood is birch. 
The walls above the shelving are a 
beautiful shade of green looking 
really like a turquoise blue. Lined 
draperies of effective material in 
pale coral offer a pleasing contrast. 
Having a combination office and 
workroom is a real joy. I could go 
on and on but, in conclusion, let 
me invite all of you to visit us 
whenever you find the opportunity. 
We shall be very happy to take 
time to show off our beautiful 
building.” 

The Lemon-Monroe High School 
Library is still adding to its at- 
tractiveness with new draperies 
for reading room and librarian’s 
office. The librarian, Gertrude 
Jennings reported previously on 
the details and is still very thrilled 
with her spacious library. 


_ 








Kent Roosevelt’s Allen Oakum 
says that he has enjoyed working 
with the architect on plans for 
their new library, and reports that 
the plans are now complete. 

Ross Township School, Butler 
County has “growing pains” in 
their rejuvenation of the school 
library, with over 1000 titles added 
during the past year and many 
usable volumes rebound. The li- 
brarian, Mrs. Blanche Mann re- 
ports that the “P.T.A., School 
Board, pupils and faculty have 
been most cooperative and have 
shown much interest in the re- 
building of the school library. The 
citizens of the community have 
also made excellent contributions 
of books.” 


Oo 
“The More 


We Get Together .. .” 
Stark County 

The first meeting of the Stark 
County Librarians will be held 
September 25th. in the North Can- 
ton Library, according to Mr. A. 
Chapman Parsons, president. Mr. 
Parsons is the librarian of Alliance 
Public. 





Wayne County 

Wayne County librarians met at 
the home of Erma Hudson in 
Wooster on May 7 for a covered 
dish dinner. The evening was spent 
in an informal discussion of com- 
mon problems. Although unable 
to attend the meeting several other 
school librarians in the county 
expressed an interest in joining 
the group later. 

Newark City 

The school librarians of the 
Newark City School system are 
planning a series of meetings to 
discuss problems common to the 
several libraries. This will be the 
first time the librarians have had 
such meetings. It is hoped this will 
develop into a city-wide organ- 
ization. 


Portage County 
The Portage County School Li- 
brarian’s Assn. will hold its first 
meeting of the year the first Wed- 
nesday in October at Kent State 
University School with Geneva 
Travis as hostess. 


Oo 
Who Goes There? 


Miss Mildred Grossman, former- 
ly high school librarian at Leavitts- 
burg (Warren Township) High 
School is now serving in the same 
capacity at the Glenwood High 
School in Canton. 

Emily Bertsche is newly appoint- 
ed librarian at the Van Dell High 
School, Van Wert County. 

Elsie Byers is librarian this year 
at Willshire High School in Van 
Wert County. 

Mrs. Eloise Geiger is the new as- 
sistant librarian at McKinley High 
School in Canton. She was former- 
ly a teacher at Middlebranch and 
is taking work at Kent State U. 
Library School. 

Mrs. Mary Persing is now school 
librarian at Clyde, Ohio, replacing 
Mrs. Marguerite White who has 
moved to Cleveland. 

Miss Nancy Lamvermeyer is the 
new librarian at Milan High School 

. . and the first librarian on the 
school staff, since here-to-fore 
they have depended on the village 
library for service to the school. 





Mrs. Helen Patton, formerly re- 
porter from Ashland County, and 
last year’s librarian at Ashland 
High School, is now teacher-libra- 
rian at Wellington High School. 
Taking her place at Ashland is 
Paul Swaykus from Millersburg. 


Mrs. John P. Anderson is cur- 
rently serving as librarian at Cos- 
hocton High School during the ab- 
sence of Miss Marjorie Rogers who 
is this year working for the Army 
school libraries in Germany. 


Professional Growth 

Wayne Couny school librarians 
report profitable summer experi- 
ences which will be shared later in 
the group meetings. May Schaf- 
ter and husband went on an Afri- 
can safari. Lois Dawson traveled 
to the far west. Geneivra Gurr 
visited the nation’s capitol. Erma 
Hudson toured the county with 
the Wooster Public Library Book- 
mobile. 

Mrs. Winifred Turner, librarian 
at Ross High, Fremont spent a 
part of her vacation traveling in 
Mexico and six Central American 
Republics. Of interest to a librari- 
an was the meager, but much used 
collections in the small rural 
schools, as compared to the mag- 
nificent new library of the Nation- 
al University of Mexico in Mexico 
City. 


Eloise Daniel of Ironton reports 
an enlightening and valuable ex- 
perience was hers this summer as 
she attended a three week work- 
shop for experienced libraians, 
which was held at the University 
of Kentucky. Librarians from 
many states, representatives from 
many library schools, and person- 
nel from outstanding high schools 
made up the group. If one librari- 
an’s enthusiasm is any indication 
of the group’s activities, many li- 
braries will be benefited greatly 
by this experience, and as this one 
librarian reports, “we were hap- 
py because of the many helpful 
ideas we were able to bring to our 
student assistants, also informa- 
tion regarding library usages and 
teacher-librarian improved rela- 
tionships. The fact that one can 
meet other librarians for that 
length of time and not be worn out 
by a long summer school is like- 
wise a step forward for librarians.” 
Three hours graduate credit was 
given for this workshop. 


Kent State’s Geneva Travis tour- 
ed the South American countries 
this summer with a comparative 
education group. She visited a 
number of school libraries. We 
hope to hear more about this trip! 


Ohio School Librarians are on 
the move! Reports have come from 
all over the state of many who at- 
tended A.L.A. in Kansas City, and 
of many working toward or rec- 
eiving library degrees this summer. 
“Our hats are off to You”... 
progressive librarians, even though 
we haven’t space to print all your 
names! 


0 
Here’s An Idea! 

An article which appeared in the 
High School Library Bulletin of 
the Arkansas Library Commission 
attracted our attention and we 
hereby pass it on to you just as we 
read it under the title, “They Study 
to Music”. 

Stuttgart High School students 
are adding rhythm to their “R’s” 
in the library with a background 
of Bach, Brahms and Beethoven to 
go along with their readin’, ’ritin’, 
and ’rithmetic. The new innovation 
has full approval of the school 
superintendent and is hereby re- 
ported by the librarian as she gives 
the school’s first impression of 
music in the library. 

“Go ahead .... laugh! We are 
so pleased with ourselves we can 
not resist a broad grin of our own. 
We have even caught some of the 
boys tiptoeing through the library 
to keep from disrupting the music. 
Yes, music ... music composed by 
the masters, recorded by great 
artists, and reproduced for us all 
day through the medium of a high 
fidelity record player. We are en- 
joying a dream-come-true. 

We hope to accomplish three 
purposes with our use of a musical 
background in our library: first, 
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to mask the small, unavoidable 
noises; second, to create an atmos- 
phere of restfulness in which to 
study and browse; third, to help 
build an appreciation for good 
music. We have no questions as to 
whether or not our first purpose 
will be accomplished. It is. Not 
only are the unavoidable noises 
masked, but avoidable ones have 
been considerably lessened. 

Our students are high in their 
praise of this latest addition to the 
library. They pass the charging 
desk on the way out and make such 
remarks as, ‘The music is so nice’, 
or ‘I just love the music’. The lib- 
rarian is stopped in the halls and 
on the school ground by the stu- 
dents who want to express their 
appreciation for the music. Several 
of them have told us, in different 
ways, that they find it easier, as 
well as more pleasant to study 
while listening to the records. 

We realized we have been a little 
bit daring, maybe, but not too dar- 
ing. Ours is not a completely new 
idea. Business, industry, and pro- 
fessional people have found it 
worth their while to provide a mus- 


ical background for their employ-. 


ees whose jobs require concentra- 
tion, and to relieve the tensions of 
those whose patronage they seek. 
It has been tried in public libraries 
with good results, and so far we 
have found it good in our situation. 

Yes, go ahead laugh, and 
so are we laughing with joy our- 
selves. Then when you have finish- 
ed laughing, you might consider 


the possibilities in your own situa- 
tion.” 

It is indeed a new innovation for 
a high school library ... but may- 
be other school librarians have 
tried it. Perhaps most of us will 
not laugh so “loud and long”, as 
we may have wished many times 
to have something to take the place 
of the customary “sh-h-h-h-h” so 
common and necessary in our 
school libraries. 
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More News For You! 


The editors are pleased to add 
three more reporters to the excel- 
lent group of 47 who are presently 
serving as your reporters, all of 
whom will continue to be “new 
nosers” during 1957-1958. 
Clermont County 

Perin, Rachel 

Bethel Tate School, Bethel 
Geauga County 

Harris, Josephine 

Middlefield High School, 

Middlefield 


Ross County 
Herron, Mary D. 
Chillicothe High School, 
Chillicothe 


0.A.8S.L. Convention Notice! 
Send room reservations direct 
to Lincoln Lodge. 


Rates are in the mail. 
Send meal reservations to: 
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